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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Baptism Handbook

Introduction

We are delighted that you are considering baptism at Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC). The purpose of this
Handbook is to provide you with the necessary information in
preparing to be baptised. It is structured under six key
headings:

What is water baptism?

What is the meaning of water baptism?
What should accompany baptism?
Why should | be baptised?e

Frequently asked questions

Our baptism application process

There is a QR code linking to our online “Application for
Baptism Form” at the end of this booklet.

1. What is water baptism?

Water baptism is a public declaration of a person’s belief in
Jesus Christ where they are immersed in water to symbolize
their identification with Christ's death, burial and resurrection
to new life.

In the Scriptures, two types of baptism are mentioned; being
baptised in water and being baptised in the Holy Spirit. John
the Baptist said “I will baptise you with water, but he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8). John was referring
to Jesus Christ as the one who baptises in the Holy Spirit.
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2. What is the meaning of water baptism?
To proclaim Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection

The act of baptism is a symbolic act that announces
something significant has already happened in our life. When
we become a Christian, we identify with Christ’s death, burial
and resurrection as we die to our old sinful way of living and
are raised intfo the new life that Jesus has given us.

Having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised
with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from
the dead. Colossians 2:12

To proclaim my new life as a Christian

The act of baptism does not make you a believer; it
demonstrates and proclaims that you already believe.
Salvation comes only through belief in Jesus Christ. Baptism is
like a wedding ring — it is the outward symbol and declaration
of the commitment we have already made in our heart.

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life. Romans 6:4

To proclaim my belonging to the Body of Christ

When we become a Christian we are joined and connected
into the body of Christ. This is not a physical body but a spiritual
body. We are joined and connected by the Holy Spirit and are
part of the family of God, our Father.

For we were all baptised by one Spirit so as to form one body — whether
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to
drink. 1 Corinthians 12:13
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lllustration of the meaning of water baptism

9 ROMANS 6:1-14
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3. What should accompany baptism?

Repentance

To repent is to change one’s mind or purpose at more than a
superficial level. When we acknowledge what Jesus has done
for us in dying on the cross for our sins we make a decision to
choose God's way over any other way.

Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38

Repentance is portrayed in baptism when we understand the
baptistery as a grave. As we come to the grave we die, which
is why you will be asked the question “Do you repent of your
sin2” We are then buried or immersed together with Jesus, in
his death, burial and resurrection. This is why you will be asked
“Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour2”

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were
baptised into his death? We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Romans 6:3-4

Forgiveness

When we confess our sins and repent, Jesus will forgive our sins.
This forgiveness is confinuous, ongoing and total. We are
totally cleansed and forgiven.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9
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Union with Jesus

To be baptised in/into the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, is to
be joined to God himself who gives us a new life when we
believe. We now live by the beliefs and values of the kingdom
of Christ rather than our own selfish desires.

For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
Colossians 3:3

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here! 2 Corinthians 5:17

The gift of the Holy Spirit

Baptism and the Holy Spirit are closely linked in the Bible. Just
as baptism does not create the new birth, baptism does not
guarantee the qift of the Spirit. The Spirit of God brings the new
birth and sets us into God’s kingdom. Baptism expresses this
reality.

Peter replied, ‘Repent and be bapltised, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38

The Spirit is the one who overwhelms us and His presence
enables us to live a God-directed life. He is sent to help, guide
and empower us as we give ourselves to a new life in the
mission and ministry of Jesus Christ in the world. This can
happen in a variety of ways, and no one experience of God'’s
Spirit can be seen as the model for others. God works in
numerous different ways to achieve his will in us.

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.
Romans 8:14
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Being filled with the Spirit is not a once only event. We are
taught to be filled with the Spirit on an ongoing basis as we
journey through the Christian life; to go on being filled.

Union with other believers

When we become a Christian we are connected into the
body of Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12 the apostle Paul explains
how believers are to relate and use their gifts to serve each
other within a church. The picture he uses is that of the human
body, stating that the followers of Jesus were baptised into
one body. This means that they were not only united with
Jesus in baptism, but were united with each other.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form
one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptised by one Spirit so as
to form one body - whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free — and we were
all given the one Spirit to drink. 1 Corinthians 12:12-13

One of the great misunderstandings of our society is that one
can ‘be a Christian without going to Church’. Paul is teaching
us that if we are a Christian we are the church. Church is not
something we go to, it is a body, something we belong to, or
more correctly, who we are.

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these

members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though

many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
Romans 12:4-5

We strongly encourage commitment to a local church
community which includes membership as detailed in our
separate MPBC Membership Handbook.
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4. Why should | be baptised?

To demonstrate belief in Jesus Christ

Baptism is a public declaration of what Jesus has done in our
lives. It confirms what we know Jesus has done for us and that
by faith we have believed and received Christ into our lives.
So it is a personal affiimation that we have begun a new life
in Christ and intend to follow Christ in all we do.

....and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were
baptised. Acts 18:8

To follow the example set by Christ

Jesus wass baptised as an example for all of us to follow. Jesus
does not request us to do anything that He has not already
done.

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by
John in the Jordan. Mark 1:9

To show our faith to others

Baptism is an opportunity for others to hear and see what God
has done in our life. It is faith in action — an outward sign of an
inward change.

To obey Christ's command

We are commanded by God to be baptised, and after that
to go out and baptise others. In doing so we are being
obedient to God.

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything | have commanded you. Matthew 28:19-20
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5. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Who should be baptised?

Every person who believes in Jesus Christ.

Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day. Acts 2:41

When should | be baptised?

When you believe and receive Christ into your life, you can
and should be baptised. There is no reason to delay - if you
wait until you are ‘perfect’ you'll never be ready!

Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the
good news about Jesus. As they travelled along the road, they came to
some water and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water. What can stand
in the way of my being baptised?’ And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and
Philip baptised him. Acts 8: 35-38

What if | was baptised as an infant?

Some churches baptise infants, a custom that began about
300 years after the Bible was completed. The ceremony is
intended to emphasise a commitment between the parents
and God on behalf of the child, as they promise to raise the
child in the faith until the child is old enough to make their own
personal confession of Christ in a confirmation service.

At MPBC infants are not baptised but are offered a dedication
service that emphasises the parent’s role in raising a child to
follow Christ. We baptise those who have made their own
decision to believe in Christ's death as the payment for their
sin. In the Bible, men, women and children were baptised
following their belief in Jesus.
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Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his

house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their

wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptised.
Acts 16:32-33

Therefore if you were baptised as an infant, we encourage
you to be baptised by immersion as a believer. However if you
believe that your infant baptism was significant for you, then
we will support you in that decision.

Why immersion baptism?

The New Testament was written inifially in Greek, and the
English words ‘baptise’ and ‘baptism’ were taken straight from
the Greek words ‘baptizo’ and ‘baptisma’. These were not
religious words although they were used in a religious context.
In Greek they mean to immerse, dip, submerge or overwhelm;
or the place in which the immersing and dipping took place.

The New Testament uses the word in such a way that there is
little doubt that the original meaning of baptism meant
immersion.

And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water and Philip baptised him. When they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

Acts 8:38-39

We believe baptism by immersion best symbolises the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It portrays our old sinful
nature being put to death when Jesus died on the cross and
the believer being united with him in resurrection and given a
new life.
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6. Our baptism application process

Set out below is the suggested process to follow in preparation
for your baptism:

e Meet with a Pastor/Ministry Leader who will go through
the information in this booklet and answer any questions
you may have.

e Scan the QR code and complete the online “Baptism
Application Form” with the Pastor/Ministry Leader, who
will then confirm a baptism date and place.

e Prepare a brief testimony. There will be an opportunity
during the baptismal service for you to share with all
present the life changing things that Jesus has done in
your life. This will be part of your public declaration and
also will help people connect with Jesus through your life
experience. Guidelines on what to cover include:

v' Your life before you came to know Jesus Christ.

v' How you received Jesus Christ into your life.

v What Jesus has done and is now doing in your life.
v Why you are getting baptised.

e The baptismal service coordinators will forward to you,
and the person baptising you, further details for the day
covering the order of the Baptismal service and things
you need to know.

e Your Pastor/Ministry Leader will always be happy to
answer any further questions you may have, so do not
hesitate to contact them at any ftime before the
Baptismal service. They can also provide information
about becoming a member at MPBC, if required.

e You willreceive a Certificate of Baptism at the end of the
Baptismal service to mark the event.
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APPLICATION FOR BAPTISM FORM

Please scan the QR code below to complete the form.
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