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Amos 1:3-2:16 

The divine “Yes!” (God offers: grace) 
Whatever God has promised gets stamped with the Yes of 
Jesus.  . . God’s Yes and our Yes together, gloriously evident.  
God affirms us, making us a sure thing in Christ, putting his          Lion 1:2; 3:8 
Yes within us. (2 Cor 1:20 Msg) 

 

The divine “No!” (The lion roars: justice)  
1:3-   Damascus (Lebanon) barbarity 

1:6-   Gaza (Philistines) slave trade            

1:9-   Tyre (sea-faring Phoenicians) promise breaking 

1:11- Edom hatred against brother 

1:13- Ammon sickening atrocities against women 

2:1-   Moab (Ruth’s country) desecration of the dead  

2:4-   Judah (southern kingdom) 

2:6-   Israel (them!) 

 

God’s humanitarian principles that apply to all: 
1) People shouldn’t be treated as if they are mere things 

2) Human welfare is more important than commercial profit 

3) God’s forgiveness demands we forgive others – hatred is out 

4) A promise must be honoured 

5) Personal ambition should be limited by the rights of the helpless 

6) Vengeance has no place in human conduct  

 

And now for the people of God! 

Judah – religious backsliding 

All Israel – same sins as the other nations 

“They sell the righteous for silver, 

and the needy for a pair of sandals. 

They trample on the heads of the poor  

as upon the dust of the ground 

and deny justice to the oppressed. . . .”   (2:6b,7) 

The theme of Amos: abuses of power by the people of God 

perverting justice (5:10, 12, 15), exacting harsh taxes (3:10, 5:11), 

maintaining extravagant life-style (4:1; 6:1-6) 

      *** especially not caring for the poor and needy 

Sins like this offend God but also contradict the message of salvation. God’s 

goodness to us should encourage us to live out godliness in the practical 

things of everyday life, especially how we treat those less fortunate than us. 

New Testament teaching: 

Matthew 25:31-46 “You were hungry and you gave me something to eat . . . 

thirsty . . . a stranger . . .  needed clothes . . .  sick . . .  in prison and 

you came to visit me.” 

James 2:14-24 “faith without deeds is dead” 

 

Because we know the Creator’s Genesis 1 mandate - 

Christians have been concerned to fight injustice and treat all humans well 

They have led the way in abolishing slavery and mistreatment of the poor, 

promoted public health, hospices and hospitals, education 

(especially education for girls), made scientific endeavour possible 

 

And Jesus’ concern for the sick, hungry, lost 

So during the plagues nursed people at risk of their own lives, often not 

knowing where the infection was coming from. 

For example in the AD 170s, 250s AD, the Black Death, the Bubonic Plague 

Where are we helping in the Covid-19 plague? 

Our motivation should be gratitude for God saving us 

Amos 2:10 – remember I am the God who saved you out of Egypt 

Gratitude, not duty calls us to serve others 

God’s “Yes!” and our “Yes!”  
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