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Widening gap between rich and poor 

Australia: wealth – top 5 with 4th 
largest gap 

• Top 20% have 64% 
• Lowest 60% have 17% 
• Lowest 20% have 1% 
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God’s concern

• Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner
• Do not take advantage of the widow or the fatherless
• Do not charge interest or keep cloak after sunset 

Exodus 22:21-26
• Triennial party – include Levites, widow, orphan, 

foreigner Deuteronomy 14
• Jubilee [debts freed, slaves freed, property returned] 

Leviticus 25

When they cry out to me, I will hear, for I am 
compassionate Exodus 22:27





Threat steadily increases
• 3 no threat
• 4-5 no threat to humans 

[effect – cause]
• 6 trumpet meant dire 

threat [reverses to 
cause-effect]

The Sovereign Lord has 
spoken – Who can but 
prophesy? 8



Lost True North 
They do not know how to do right 10 
My people are fools; they do not 
know Me … senseless children … 
no understanding … skilled in doing 
evil; they know not how to do good. 
Jeremiah 4:22
An enemy will overrun your land 11
Forgot/ignored God’s warnings 
“They will lay siege … until the high 
fortified walls in which you trust fall 
down.” Deuteronomy 28:52



People of Israel …the 
whole family … you 
only have I chosen 
[Yadah] 

Covenant – the 
external structure of 
the eternal promise … 
centred in relationship
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…therefore I will punish you for all your sins 

Covenant brings responsibility 

From everyone who has been given much, much 
will be demanded; and from the one who has been 
entrusted with much, much more will be asked  
Luke 12:48

It is time for judgment to begin with God’s household  
1 Peter 4:17



The LORD disciplines 
those he loves, as a father 
the son he delights in. 
Proverbs 3:12

“The closer our 
relationship with God, 
the more searching His 
scrutiny and chastening 
… It is because God loves 
us that He is so quick 
in detecting the least 
symptoms of disease. The 
soul that is one with Him is 
on the alert” – F B Meyer



When disaster comes to a city, 
has not the Lord caused it? 6 

Remember God’s character - 
He is not capricious, casual or 
arbitrary 

In all things God works for 
the good of those who love 
Him, who have been called 
according to His purpose. 
Romans 8:28

Always the hope of 
repentance, forgiveness, 
restoration [Jonah]



I will block her path with thorn bushes; I will wall her in so that 
she cannot find her way … Then she will say, “I will go back to 
my husband … for then I was better off than now. Hosea 2:6-7

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that 
they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn! Ezekiel 33:11



I will destroy the altars of 
Bethel 14

Idol – counterfeit “gods” 

“Anything that absorbs your 
heart and imagination more than 
God … so central and essential 
… that, should you lose it, your 
life would feel hardly worth living 
… Anything you seek to give you 
what only God can give” – Kellor 

Anything you cannot give to God 

Life only has meaning/I only 
have worth if …. ?


