


Acts 27-28
ROME AT LAST



‘We’re in exile; get used to it!’
– Eugene Peterson’s answer to someone 
perplexed by an antagonistic society (A 
burning in my bones, Collier).



Some observations re Acts 27-28
•Rome reached as fulfillment of Jesus’ 
‘ends of the earth’ command in 1:8 
and a fitting ‘rounding off’ for the book.
•Also note Paul’s practice of ‘Jews first’ 
(Rom 1:6, 2:9-10) but then declaring that 
the Gospel was now for Gentiles also.
•The unfinished ending a segue for 
ongoing ministry of Jesus.



•Also, note the somewhat subdued conclusion 
compared with church beginnings, perhaps 
pre-empting future church going ‘through 
many tribulations’ (14:22) and thus requiring 
long patience and perseverance.
•Paul’s manner of life here an example 
for future church.



Outline
1. Paul sails for Rome – 27: 1-12
2. The storm at sea – 27: 13-38
3. The shipwreck – 27: 39-44
4. Paul on Malta – 28: 1-10
5. Paul arrives at Rom – 28: 11-16
6. Paul in Rome (Jews)  - 28: 17-31



1. Paul sails for Rome – 27:1-12
•Paul confined, restricted in his mission, 
by circumstances outside his control.
•Confinements of various kinds have 
occurred in church’s history and occur 
in each of our journeys.
•Nevertheless, Paul gained favour 
with captors (v. 3) even giving advice 
(e.g., v. 10; cf. Phil 1:13 and Joseph).



2. The storm at sea – 27:13-38
•Paul subject to threat from the elements 
despite his sacred call (John 16:33).
•Church though the ages has also been subject 
to many storms not of its making (and many of 
its making).
•Paul maintained communion with God 
(cf Jas 5:13); gave inspired 
encouragement and direction. 
He was heeded.



3. The shipwreck – 27:39-44
•Paul even faced shipwreck in God’s will! 
But God was in the mix, working.
•Church also sees shipwrecks in its journey.
•Julius protected Paul due to being in his 
continued favour (cf. 1 Pet 2:12).



4. Paul on Malta – 28:1-10
•Rescue and respite come to Paul 
and company.
•Seasons of relief and refreshing (3:19) promised 
to and often experienced by church.
• Paul humbly served his immediate 
community, healing the sick, though 
no evident conversions.



5. Paul arrives at Rome – 28:11-16
•His journey through to Rome heartened by 
Christian hospitality.
•Church family bonds historically and presently 
encourage, especially in face of hardships.
•Paul a loyal participant in the church 
family despite many injuries from within.



6. Paul in Rome (Jews)  - 28:17-31
•Paul’s ministry flourished though under 
house arrest.
•However, most Jews rejected his message 
so Paul concentrated on non-Jews who 
freely received, though no convert numbers 
recorded.
•Paul committed to proclaim Christ 
even in chains because God’s word 
not in chains (2 Tim 2:9).



Fitting summary of Paul: 2 Tim 3:10: ’You, 
however, know all about my teaching, my way 
of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance.’
Similar call to church: Rev 14:12:
‘This calls for patient endurance on the 
part of the people of God who 
keep his commands and remain 
faithful to Jesus.’




