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The 
Gospel 
(Truth)

Disputable 
matters

Christ died for our 
sins according to 
the Scriptures …He 
was buried …He was 
raised on the third 
day according to the 
Scriptures 1 Cor 15:1-4
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Scripture – 
must 
not 

change

Culture –  
exponentially 

changing

Repent and be 
baptised … and 
you will receive 
the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Acts 2:38

What do we add? 



The rest of mankind 
may seek the Lord, 
even all the Gentiles 
who bear My Name [17]

The Bible is the Word 
of God, “inspired” and 
“inerrant” … 

My interpretation of it 
is not!



I try to find common ground with everyone … 
to spread the Good News 1 Cor 9:22,23



The Holy Spirit is  
pre-eminent in 
decision making 

The Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas 
and Saul.” Acts 13

Kept by the Holy Spirit 
from …. Asia … They tried 
to enter Bithynia, but the 
Spirit of Jesus would not 
allow them Acts 16:6,7



It seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit and 
to us [28]

We are only listening 
for one Voice but 
we are open to hear 
Him from anyone



SCRIPTURE: James 
quotes Amos 

CIRCUMSTANCES: The 
signs and wonders 

SANCTIFIED COMMON 
SENSE: Letter, 
delegation to Antioch

STILL, SMALL VOICE 

MATURE CHRISTIAN 
COUNSEL: The 
apostles and elders 



HUMILITY

Appropriate respect 
for spiritual leadership 

They were sent off by 
the believers with the 
blessing of peace [33]

Peter only speaks after 
“much discussion” 

Barnabas and Paul, 
James each wait for 
the other
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Some went out 
from us without our 
authorization [24]

I do not have the right 
to unilaterally declare 
the mind of God



The Heart of God for 
His people:

They were welcomed 
by the church and the 
apostles and elders [4]

The apostles and elders, 
your brothers, to the 
Gentile believers [23]

Do churches today attract 
the sort of people who 
flocked to Jesus?



PETER: opposes “putting on the 
necks of Gentiles a yoke that …
we … have [not] been able to 
bear” [10]

JAMES: We should not make it 
difficult for the Gentiles [19]

He is not adding Law but 
not making it difficult for 
Jewish believers 

PAUL: Food does not bring us near 
to God … Be careful, however, that 
the exercise of your rights does not 
become a stumbling block 1 Cor 8



God’s purpose 
… was to use the 
church to display 
His wisdom in its rich 
variety [the manifold, 
multifaceted wisdom 
of God in all its 
countless aspects] 
Eph 3:10-11
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Healing 

The people were greatly relieved and 
pleased [31] MSG 

Filled with joy by the message of 
encouragement GN 

Judas and Silas … prophets, said much to 
encourage and strengthen the believers [32] 

The one who prophesies speaks to people for 
their strengthening, encouraging and comfort  

1 Cor 14:3
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Those who went out 
from us without our 
authorization were 
troubling your minds by 
what they said

Tarássō: Rob peace, 
create fear, agitate 

Anaskeuázō: plundering 
violently, ravaging, like 
invading army



We believe it is through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus that we 
are saved, just as they are [11]

There is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile, for all have 
sinned … and all are justified 
freely by His grace Rom 3:23,24 

“The struggle for faith alone 
never ends. It’s a part of our own 
inability to accept a gift. And 
deeper than that: we want to 
be loved because of what we 
do for God” Lloyd John Ogilvie


