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Acts of the Apostles 

“….The continuing Words and Deeds of the Risen and Exalted Jesus by his Spirit through 

the Apostles.” Bruce Milne 
“Both the Gospel and the Acts are about the ministry of Jesus: His ministry on earth, 

personally and publicly exercised (the Gospels) and his subsequent ministry from 

Heaven, exercised on earth through the Holy Spirit (Acts)” 

 
Acts 1:7 

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 

his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.”  

 
The promises to Abraham realised 

Genesis 12:1-3 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 

house to the land that I will show you.  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

 
A light to the nations 

Isaiah 49:6 
 he says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 

I will make you as a light for the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 

Acts 13:1-14:28 overview 

• Commissioning of Paul and Barnabas 13:1-3 

• The work begins in Cyprus 13:4-12 

• Ministry in Pisidian Antioch 13:13-52 

• Ministry at Iconium 14:1-7 

• Ministry at Lystra 14:8-21 

• Ministry in Derbe and return to Antioch 14:21-28 

 
The commissioning of Paul and Barnabus 

• the leadership team at Antioch: prophets and teachers: Barnabus (Cyprus), 

Simeon called Niger (black: African), Lucius of Cyrene (Libya) Manaen ( possibly 

a slave of Herod’s father) and Saul (Tarsus, a land link to Europe) 

• while they were ministering and fasting, the Holy Spirit said….. 

Ἀφορίσατε δή μοι : separate to me “ to mark off boundaries” (Romans 1:1 and 



Gal 1:15. Paul uses this word to describe his calling) 
For the work to which I have called them προσκέκλημαι αὐτούς  

After fasting and praying, they laid hands on them and sent them off.( The laying on of 
hands is an affirmation of God’s calling and the church’s  participation in His ministry.) 
 

1 Timothy so far…. 

Chapter 1: Paul has left Timothy in Ephesus as his personal representative in order to 
stop the influence of false teachers.  

The occasion and purpose of the whole letter is found in Chapter 1: vs 3 

(The greek word ἵνα (“in order that”) states purpose) 

.. To all the ends of the earth… 
 

Ministry in Cyprus 13:4-12 

• Having been sent forth by the Holy Spirit they went down to Seleucia and then 

sail to Cyprus 

• Preaching begins in the Jewish Synagogue. The inclusion of the gentiles doesn’t 

mean the promise to Israel is forgotten (Roman 9-11) 

• The Roman proconsul and Bar Jesus (Semitic name Elymas= Sorcerer) 

• Paul, having been filled with the Holy Spirit judges Elymas and adds a curse of 

temporary blindness (like Saul’s own blindness after Damascus!) 

• The proconsul (an intelligent man) having seen.. He believed…being astonished 

at the teaching of the Lord 

• ‘The missionary’s message was clearly both demonstrated in power to the eye 

and heart and truth to the mind’ .. Christian witness is always both verbal and 

visible’…Bruce Milne 

• The conversion of Sergius Paulus in Cyprus is significant as he represents the 

Gentile communities, a man with no connection to the Jewish Synagogue who 

comes to believe through hearing and seeing the word of God 
 
Ministry in Pisidian Antioch 13:13-52 

• Pisidian Antioch, one of 16 “Antiochs” named by one of Alexander the 

Great’s generals in honour of his father, Antiochus. 

• A large resident Jewish population with a synagogue 

• Typical order of worship: the Shema (Hear o Israel..) prayers, 2 scriptural 

readings, one from Torah, one from the Prophets then an exposition on one of 
the passages, which might be from an appropriate visitor 

• ” brothers, if you have a word of encouragement for the people, speak”  

 
Paul’s address in Pisidian Antioch 

• 16 “ having risen up ( Jewish custom to sit while speaking Luke 4:20, Greek and 

Roman custom to stand) and having made a sign with his hands “(an eye 

witness account?) 

• who is his audience?: 

• άνδρες Ἰσραηλῖται  , τὸν φοβούμενοι θεόν : Men, Israelites and those fearing 

God. 

• Paul proceeds to tell of Israel’s history from God’s election, stay in Egypt, 

Exodus, wilderness, promised land, Judges, Samuel, Kings including Saul to 

David 
 



the heart of Paul’s message  

• 23  From this man’s descendants ( David’s ) God has brought to Israel the Saviour 

Jesus as he promised 

2 Samuel 7:12-13 “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will 

raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 

kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 

kingdom forever.  I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 

commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of 
men,  but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 

away from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 

before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

 
27: For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him 

(“ἀγνοήσαντες : not having known’) nor understand the utterances of the prophets, 

which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 
29 :”And when they had carried out all that was written of him.” Isaiah 52:13-53:12  

they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. Deut 21:22 
30 :But God raised (ἐγείρω: I raise up)him from the dead 

 
32: And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this he 
has fulfilled to us their children by raising ( ἀνίστημι: I raise up/set up)Jesus 

“Some scholars see the reference to the ‘raising up’ of Jesus as referring to a ‘raising 
onto the stage of history’ rather than more narrowly his resurrection from the dead” 

Bruce Milne 
 

“ as also it is written in the second Psalm, ( Psalm 2:7) 

‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’  
(This refers to the installation of Jesus as king and co ruler  with God) 

 
Psalm 2 

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 
5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
7 I will tell of the decree: 

The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth 

your possession. 
 

34. And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to 
corruption, he has spoken in this way, 

“I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.” 
“….and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure 
love for David (Isaiah 55:3) 

35: Therefore he says in another psalm 
“You will not let your holy one see corruption “  

(Ps 16:10) 
Paul’s argument so far 

• Jesus is the Messiah, the divine Son of God, promised throughout Israel’s history, 

from the promises to Abraham in Genesis, to the promises to David in 2 Samuel. This 



kingdom will have no end. 

• Jesus fulfills the promises of the Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah all the way through to 

John the Baptist 

• the Israelites fulfilled the words of the prophets by condemning Jesus. He died, but 

God raised him and installed Him as King at his resurrection. Christ is now reigning! 

• He wasn’t just raised and taken straight to heaven, but seen on earth by his 

disciples who are now his witnesses 
 

13:38 Paul’s keynote address 

“Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed (justified, declared 

righteous) from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses” 
Warning! Hab.1:5 “Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come 
about: 

“‘Look, you scoffers, 
be astounded and perish; 

for I am doing a work in your days, 
a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’” 

 
Paul’s next argument 

• Forgiveness of sins is proclaimed through this One (Jesus)  

• ἄφεσις : dismissal, release, pardon 

• Καταγγέλλω : properly, exactly, decisively announce; to herald (proclaim) a 

message in a definite (binding) way. 

• You are unable to be justified under the law of Moses, only the one who 

believes  in Christ is justified 

• This is welcome news for the God fearers! 

 

Forgiveness of sin for Israel: 

Isaiah 53:10-54:3 the suffering servant 
11Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted righteous, 
and he shall bear their iniquities…. because he poured out his soul to death 

and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 
See also: Zech 3:8 ‘my servant the branch” and Isaiah 4:2-6, cleansing of Israel through 

the branch of the Lord (Messiah) 
 

42 … the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath… 
many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, 
as they spoke with them, urged them to continue (προσμένω I abide in, remain 

in. = with and abide) in the grace of God. 

And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word 



of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord 

has commanded us, saying, 
“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”Isaiah 49:6 
48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word 
of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. And the 

word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.  
 

Chapter 14 

• 1 Iconium: a great number of Jews and Gentile believed 

• 3So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness 

to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.  

• They received warning of a plot to harm them and fled to Lystra and Derbe 

where they continued to preach the gospel 

• Paul healed the lame man : having looked at him intently and seeing that he 

had faith to be healed 
 
19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when 
the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day 

he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. When they had preached the gospel to that city 
and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 

strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 

saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. And when 
they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they 

committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

 

Discipleship 

• Strengthening the souls: teaching about the basics of the faith and encouraging 

a deeper relationship with the Lord and one another 

• Encouragement to continue in the faith despite hardship  

• Ongoing prayer and dependence on the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

• Committing them to the Lord 

 

  26…and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended 
(παραδίδωμι: para “from close beside” and didomi “give” to hand over with a close 

sense of personal involvement) 

  to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. And when they arrived and 

gathered the church together, they declared all that God had done with them, and 

how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. And they remained no little time 

with the disciples. 

 
Concluding thoughts.. 



• It is God who calls, equips and sends his people by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 

Christ, the 3rd person of the trinity 

• “Mission is supremely about God, His glory, His power, His purpose, His amazing 

grace, His mercy, His love, His salvation, Himself!’ Bruce Milne 

• Salvation and righteousness are by faith alone in the person and completed 

works of the risen Christ 

• God calls and we are to hear, believe and obey 

• Christ is risen, exalted as King and is reigning. Amen! 
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