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1. Of course it could easily be proved that the church begin earlier, in the days and 
pages of the gospels such as the call of the disciples or at the cross, but here is an 
evident creation of the new people of God, a new epoch in God’s kingdom 
agenda (sending of the Spirit).  

2. Acts consists of the ongoing ministry of Jesus in and through his church, rather 
than merely the ‘Acts of the Apostles’ or as some like to call it, ‘the Acts of the 
Spirit’.  

3. So what do we have in chapter 2: In brief, we have three parts in the chapter; first 
(a) the coming of the Spirit, second (b) the Pentecostal sermon, then (c) the 
forming and consolidation of the new church. Let's notice some select, though 
not exhaustive, details from each section: 
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1. The coming of the Spirit. 
1. The wind that Luke describes is meant to remind us of the wind at Creation (Gen 

1: 2), at the inbreathing into Adam (Gen 2: 7), and (c) the valley of dry bones (Ez 
37, 37: 9). It is the wind or Spirit of creation and regeneration! As someone has 
said, "this wind is that wind". In other words here we have a brand new creation; 
a recovery from the failures that followed the first. The church is God's new 
creation. We are his new creation people. 

2. Second, two kinds tongues are evident, that is, tongues of fire and other 
languages; two kinds of tongues. The first fiery tongues answer to John the 
Baptist's prediction that Jesus would baptise with the Spirit and fire (Matt 3: 11)! 
Fire conveys cleansing and power. The other ‘language’ tongues probably conveys 
a reversal of Babel's debacle of scattering, through the creation of many tongues 
(Gen 11: 1-9), to a world wide gathering through ‘tongues’ proclaiming the gospel 
(vv. 7-11). Hence the Pentecostal event was also a significant sign or series of 
signs to flag a momentous fulfilment of God's long promised kingdom agenda. 

3. All present were filled with the Spirit. Like the valley of dry bones, this great 
movement of the Spirit was creative, regenerative and initiating. But the coming 
of the Spirit was also empowering, empowering in the specific sense of providing 
speech (Acts 2: 4) that speeded gospel advancement. So there was a clear global 
intention in the bestowal of these tongues as witnessed in the hearers 
understanding what was being said by the Spirit.  

4. Although we may like to think this Spirit baptism was a second experience after 
the disciples’ earlier ‘conversion’, the evident intent of the passage is new genesis,  
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new creation; that is, this experience was conversion completed and therefore 
completely initiatory (1 Cor 12: 13). 

5. Does God give second experiences of the Spirit? Indeed he does, as seen in the 
life of Jesus (Luke 4: 1; 10: 21), the apostles (Acts 4: 31), Paul (Rom 14: 17, 15: 13; 
Eph 5: 18), and etc. He gives not just second, but third, fourth and many 
experiences of the Spirit. However, technically and most properly, Baptism of or 
with the Spirit means the initiation of the Spirit into Christ (1 Cor 12: 13). 
Pentecost was the first of such initiations and as such it was mighty and 
significant. 

6. The coming of the Spirit was therefore intended to be both initiating and 
empowering to speed the Gospel to the ends of the earth (Acts 1: 8)! 
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2. The Pentecostal sermon.  
1. Peter first showed that what was being witnessed was that prophesied by Joel 

(Joel 2: 28-32).  It was according to Scripture - important for Jews to know that.  
2. The nature of what was being witnessed, and what Joel had predicted, was a new 

inclusiveness and universal gathering. The Spirit was promised to all and fell upon 
all - young and old, men and women - without discrimination. The many 
languages also indicated this, as noted above.  

3. Of course, the ecstatic nature of what happened was also a powerful sign to the 
Jews and one which accorded with their traditions (John 2: 18, 6: 30; 1 Cor 1: 22, 
14: 21-22). 

4. Peter then showed - from the Psalms, that what was being witnessed was a result 
of Christ’s resurrection. He showed that Jesus was indeed the Christ who had to 
suffer and then rise again and that the listeners bore some responsibility for 
Jesus’ death. Peter’s message impacted listeners with power and many were 
converted on the spot. 

5. Nevertheless the promise, said Peter, was to all, including non-Jews, or Gentiles, 
which Acts later demonstrates, fulfilling earlier prophesies in various OT 
references (Psa 22: 27; Isa 42: 6, 49: 6, etc.). 

6. Many were baptised, although being a Jewish festival we are fairly sure that most 
or all here were Jews and therefore carried forward their newfound Christianity as 
devout Jews. 

7. The Gentile ‘Pentecosts’ were yet to come! Acts 9 onwards show these 
occurrences starting with the Samaritans – half Jews, then ‘outright’ Gentile  
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Romans in ch. 10. 
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3. The formation of the Church. 
1. The third section describes the nature and practice of first church peoples. It 

serves as a kind of paradigm for church of all ages and places. 
2. The significant feature behind the several qualities mentioned is the intense and 

committed devotion of these new converts. 
3. Their exemplary devotion to unity, community, mutual caring, the word, prayer, 

shared meals, including communion, provide basic guiding principles, though not 
legalistic directives, for church of all ages. Two things need to be remembered 
when pondering these qualities. 

4. The first is the ‘daily-ness’ of their devotion. In other words, their spirituality, if 
you like, was not contrived or necessarily programmed, but was part of the warp 
and woof of their everyday lives! 

5. The second thing to consider is the Spirit engendered nature of their devotion. It 
was not self-motivated or law-motivated but Spirit-inspired, hence the zeal and 
depth of love and devotion that was seen and practised! Theirs was a grace-based 
Christianity. 

6. The result of their ‘daily’, intense, Spirit engendered, grace-based devotion was 
‘daily’ continual addition to their numbers. A paradox! Devotion to each other 
resulted in evangelism! But wasn’t this what Jesus told them and prayed for 
previously (John 13: 35, 17: 21, 23)? 
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