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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church

Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Sunday 28 June 2020

AGENDA

Introduction     Hudson Lun

Motion to Members: Accept the Minutes from the 2019 AGM

Leadership Report – 2019 Nick Scott/Simon Ford

Financial Update – 2019 Pierre Moore/Simon Ford

Motion to Members: Acceptance of audited Church Accounts for 2019

Motion to Members: Re-appointment of external auditors for 2020

New Board Members    Hudson Lun

Motion to Members: Acceptance of Proposed New Board Member – Simon Wong

Motion to Members: Acceptance of Proposed New Board Member – Jake Breytenbach

Close and Prayer     Hudson Lun
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Introduction from our Board Chairperson
Thank you for joining us on our first ever “Virtual” AGM at Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church. As most of you know, the restrictions 
resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic has meant that we have to 
do things in a different way for 2020.

The AGM for 2020 is now being held by an email or post out and 
your reading of this booklet is your attendance. Please note that if 
you are a Member we would still really appreciate you voting on 
the required motions, and these are outlined in this booklet and 
again in the online voting form which you can access by clicking 
on the link in the email. 

Well, firstly, I’d like to acknowledge the service to the church 
and to the board from our outgoing Chairperson, Ross Hughes. 
He has served faithfully for nearly his full 6 year term and only 
resigned recently from the Board in order to take up a part-time 
administration role on staff to assist the Executive Pastor. 

I am honoured and humbled that the Board would see fit to 
appoint me to the Chairperson role. 

My earliest memories of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church was 
in the early 1980s as a teenager with Sunday School, Youth 
Group and Boys Brigade. Many, many things have changed 
at this church since that time but one thing seems to remain 
constant – God’s faithfulness and blessings on the ministries 
and operations of this church family across both our Coolbellup 
and Booragoon Campuses.

I’ve been on the Board for a number of years now and am 
still amazed at the external and internal reach and care of this 
church family. Whether it’s the College, MPK, Youth, SALT, Seniors, 
Cooby’s Saturday PM service or all the various connect groups – 
God’s presence and blessing can be clearly seen. Not to mention 
the amazing effort of all the volunteers!

I hope and pray that you as the church family read this booklet 
with these aspects in mind.

In addition, I’m excited to also be endorsing and recommending 
the appointment of two new Board members in Simon Wong 
and Jake Breytenbach. My thanks to John So and Izzy Burford 
who have temporarily stood on the Board since Feb 2020 to 
this point.

Blessings to you all

Hudson Lun
Board Chairperson
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church
Minutes of Annual General Meeting
28 April 2019
Total number of members at the time of the meeting was 548 – a 
quorum of 20% is needed (110) 138 in attendance.

Meeting was opened at 12.10pm.

Ross Hughes, Chair of the Board – Welcome and Prayer
Ross welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending, 
especially those who had become members in the last year. 
Apologies were given for Simon and Sue Ford, who are currently 
on leave. He then opened the meeting in prayer.

Ross then gave several updates to the meeting:

• Changes in Ministry Leaders roles for 2019 

 º Michael and Sara Christie are now serving at Coolbellup 
Campus, and overseeing Seniors and Craft Connection

 º Sara de Souza is the new intern, currently working 
on the new International group and helping in MPK

 º Michael Yoo and Dan Rodgers are looking after 
Youth, Young Adults and MPK ministries

 º Jonathan Anthony oversees Creative 
Ministries and Missional Links

 º Sue Ford has dropped back to 3 days per week

• The Board had recently approved new constitutions for Church 
and College to meet legal requirements of the Associations 
Act. These could be approved by the Board alone as there was 
no material change just minor functional and organisational 

changes. Copies are available for all members. Ross thanked 
Peter Buckman, our constitutional expert, for all his hard work.

• College AGM was held earlier in the day, where Mick 
Stringer, Head of College, provided an extensive 
overview of the College the highlight of which was 
the 70% increase in number of students this year.

• Upcoming events include Movement Day (3-5 May), 
Clash of Convictions series in May, and the MPBC 
60th Anniversary celebrations on 9 June.

• He encouraged the reading of the reports and 
other information in the AGM Info Booklet, 
and mentioned that questions were welcome 
throughout the meeting and at any other time.

Acceptance of previous meeting Minutes
The Minutes of 2 previous Church meetings were approved as 
true and accurate records:

• 2 December 2018 Church Family Meeting – proposed by Luke 
Planken, seconded by John So and passed by a show of hands.

• 29 April 2018 Annual General Meeting – motion 
proposed by Hudson Lun, seconded by Gary 
Burford and passed by a show of hands.

Nick Scott – Ministry Update
Nick emphasised how Jesus is at the centre of all that we do, that 
He is what matters. Highlights of 2018 included: 

• Keys to Effective Prayer when 400+ people attended from 60+ 
churches. Presenter Brian Pickering mentioned it was the largest 
gathering of its kind nationally. 
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• Urban Mission series with Garth Eichhorn which released 
many people into new ministry areas across the city.

• Candid Conversations about Sexuality with Patricia Weerakoon, 
for which the Church was commended by many for having 
the courage to address these difficult issues of our time.

• Opening of Infuse Cafe and great job Nicole Smith has 
done. It has been a huge blessing but hard work with many 
challenges. A new manager has now been appointed. The 
Church was encouraged to continue its support for Infuse. 
Alongside this, the Sunday Cafe Team also do a great job.

• Coolbellup Campus has seen increased numbers and greater 
presence in the community. Current challenges of fitting people 
in and parking. Looking to introduce an extra Saturday evening 
service – possibly around time of 4th Anniversary in August.

• Movement Day – grace of God has seen the impact 
of this on cities, nations and worldwide.

Nick then thanked the Board, the Ministry Leaders and the many 
who faithfully volunteer in so many different roles.

Nick asked if there were any questions – there were none.

Hudson Lun – Financial Update
Hudson tabled the audited accounts for 2018, referring to key 
information in the AGM Info packs regarding assets and liabilities. 
The giving to special purposes was very good, but giving to the 
operating account, which supports the various church ministries 
and general running of the place, was not so good. 2018 finished 
$50K below budget. He acknowledged all giving is for God, but 
that we all need His guidance where we give. The $137K special 
capital giving from early 2018 is already being used.

 

The balance of the Building Loan as at December 2018 was $1.1m, 
and it will run for another 6-7 years. It is not worth paying it off 
early due to high bank break fees. The higher expenses in the 
Building Fund are due to the rebranding of the outside of the 
Facility and assets for Infuse Cafe.

The College historically is subsidised by the Church. It is currently 
on track to breakeven but higher student numbers will place 
demands on the budget regarding the Facility and equipment.

There were no questions on the accounts. A motion to accept 
the financial report as true and correct was made by Jeff Christie, 
seconded by Andrew Pascoe and accepted by a show of hands.

Hudson Lun put forward the motion to reappoint the external 
auditors – Australian Audit Group Pty Ltd – for the coming year. It 
was seconded by Izzy Burford and accepted by a show of hands.

Ross Hughes – Close and Prayer
Ross asked if there where any further questions – there were not. 
He then thanked Andrea Thomas and Pauline Hough for their 
support from the Church Office for the AGM, and Nick and Simon 
for leading the Church, before adding a few final comments. 

Pierre Moore closed the meeting in prayer at 12.45pm.
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Leadership Report – 2019
As we sit down to write this report with the intent of looking back 
over 2019 we are acutely aware that 2020 is surely the strangest 
year we have ever lived through. Having suffered through severe 
bushfires and floods here in Australia, who would have imagined 
the global impact of the Coronavirus on our day to day lives. The 
disruption has been extraordinary! Yet surely the Lord is at work 
in the midst of all this in ways that are yet to be revealed. 

Casting our minds back over the 2019 calendar year, we are 
struck by how blessed we are and how much we have to be 
thankful for. Let us remind you of the blessings of God from 
last year. We began the year with our “Mission Impossible” 
Summer Sundays series, with all the usual fun and creativity 
that those special family services contain. And on that mission 
theme, in 2019 we had several teams heading up to our centre 
in Cambodia, as well as an India mission trip led by Jonathan 
Anthony, and Mick Stringer and Keith Gallagher continuing their 
great work in Africa. 

The three Pillar Events for the year were certainly highlights, 
beginning with Part 2 of Keys to Effective Prayer with Brian 
Pickering, then the wonderful series of “Clash of Convictions” with 
a series of amazing speakers. Then later in the year we were so 
blessed to have Allan and Helen Meyer with us for an intensive 
week of ministry focused on “Restoration – a Journey to Healing 
and Wholeness.” 

Who can forget our incredible 60th Anniversary service, with 
more people than ever before crammed into almost every inch 
of space in our facility. What a wonderful testimony to the grace 
and provision of God over the last 60 years. We are truly blessed 
as a people. And as a lovely, creative reminder of God’s blessing, 
we now have that beautiful mosaic work on the wall outside our 
café, thanks to the creative efforts of Michael Lush and his team. 

In addition to these significant milestones, we saw continued 
growth and blessing across the life of our Church. We had record 
numbers of students in our College, and saw some amazing fruit 
borne in our youth ministry, with over 20 of our young people 
baptized on one glorious Friday night youth meeting in August. 
Our Coolbellup Campus enjoyed such positive growth that the 
launch of a new Saturday night service was necessary. And what 
a blessing it was that the Lord guided us to the appointment 
of Mim Hosking to give leadership to our Children and 
Families Ministries. 

Praise the Lord for his ongoing goodness and grace over his 
people. Thank you so much to all of you who love and serve 
so faithfully in so many different ways. As COVID-19 restrictions 
gradually ease over the weeks and months ahead, we look 
forward to various ministries through the week opening up again. 
We will certainly seek the Lord's wisdom regarding the timing of 
these transitions, doing all we can to ensure people's health and 
safety. And may God continue to carry us through this current 
challenging season!

Nick Scott   Simon Ford
Senior Pastor   Executive Pastor
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Financial Update 2019
We are once again so thankful to the Lord for his goodness and 
faithfulness to us in and through his people here at MPBC. Thank 
you for your faithfulness in giving financially to the Lord’s work 
both locally, nationally and globally.

Our actual overall giving against budget for the year can be 
summarised as followed: 

Our General offerings includes Booragoon $1,755,553 (2018: 
$1,683,808) and Coolbellup $145,671 (2018: $96,015) resulting in 
us exceeding budget by $8,209 for the year. This along with 
operational cost savings has allowed us to increase our giving 
to Missional Links work and continue to establish our Cafe. Our 
General offerings support our various church ministries, missional 
activities, operating costs and pastors’ and staff wages.

Our Infuse Cafe which provides a wonderful place of connection 
and ministry continued to improve its operating position during 
the year, and was funded to the extent of $7,000 a month as it 
moves toward a breakeven position.

Our giving to Special Purposes, relates to additional 
Missional activities and includes our Easter (Baptist World Aid 
Cyclone Idai appeal – $27,213) and Christmas giving (Medair 
appeal – $30,636).

Actual 2019 Budget 2019 Actual 2018

General Offerings 1,901,224 1,893,015 1,779,823

Special Purpose Giving 118,370 87,000 148,371

College General Offering 8,977 9,000 7,705

Building Fund Giving 333,226 333,000 287,104

Total $2,361,797 $2,322,015 $2,223,003

Our College enjoyed a record year of enrolments (over 80 in-
house students and over 300 auspice students) and made an 
operating cash contribution of $8,659.

Our giving to the Building Fund supports the repayment of our 
loan facility along with any fixed capital expenditure and certain 
recurrent expenditure on the Marmion Street building. 

We are thankful for our Finance Committee who prayerfully 
review our finances. We have received a clean, unqualified Audit 
report from our external auditors. 

We attach a summary of our Net Asset Position as at 31 December 
2019 along with the movements on our Building Fund Account 
for the year. The full audited church accounts are available for 
perusal by contacting us at the church office.

Pierre Moore    Simon Ford
Chair, Finance Committee  Executive Pastor
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MOUNT PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
NET ASSET POSITION AT 31 DECEMBER 2019

Church College 2019 2018
CURRENT ASSETS Note $ $ $
Restricted Cash – 
Building Fund

1 - 353,887 353,887 405,145

Cash – Special 
Purpose Funds

2 24,310 24,292 48,602 41,759

Cash – Operating Funds 133,565 2,997 136,562 81,502

Receivables 17,650 45,229 62,879 67,273

Inventories - 11,289 11,289 11,860

175,525 437,694 613,219 607,539
NON CURRENT ASSETS
Land 3 1,000,000 1,000,000 2,000,000 2,000,000

Buildings 4 1,312,673 5,705,725 7,018,398 7,036.351

Plant & Equipment 251,930 167,757 419,687 426,148

Library Resources - 10,642 10,642 10,878

2,564,603 6,884,124 9,448,727 9,473,377

TOTAL ASSETS 2,740,128 7,321,818 10,061,946 10,080,916

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Payables 120,247 51,090 171,337 116,384

Leave Provisions 207,525 19,907 227,432 192,265

Interesting bearing bank 
loan - current portion

5 - 164,000 164,000 164,000

327,772 234,997 562,769 472,649
NON CURRENT LIABILITIES
Interest bearing bank 
loan - non current 
portion

5 - 950,000 950,000 1,114,000

Non interest bearing loan - 42,000 42,000 42,000

Long-service leave 
provisions

76,350 2,102 78,452 63,487

76,350 994,102 1,070,452 1,219,487

TOTAL LIABILITIES 404,122 1,229,099 1,633,221 1,692,136

NET ASSETS 2,336,006 6,092,719 8,428,725 8,388,780

NOTES:
1. The usage of these funds are limited to approved capital and 

building expenditure.
2. These funds have been set aside for the purpose in which they were given.
3. The land on which the College building is situated, is jointly owned by the 

Church and College on a 50:50 basis.
4. Buildings include the Coolbellup property at Market value of $650,000 & the 

Church offices.
5. The College building loan is with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia 

and bears interest at 6.18% per annum.

MOUNT PLEASANT BAPTIST COMMUNITY COLLEGE
BUILDING FUND ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019

2019 2018
$ $ $ $

Balance at 1 January 405,145 580,750

Income

Donations 333,226 287,104

Interest 2,456 4,072

335,682 291,176

Expenditure

Loan principal repayments 164,000 164,000

Loan interest & costs 78,972 90,150

Building improvements 51,458 120,865

Building expenses 92,510 91,766

386,940 466,781

Balance at 31 December 353,887 405,145



Concurrently, I was also involved in three other ministries - 
outreach to overseas university students, Alpha and St Luke’s 
Eldercare (our church’s partnership with a Christian Hospital to 
care for the elderly in the day). Apart from church, I volunteered 
as a hotline counsellor for the Singapore Anti-Narcotics 
Association.

After moving to Perth, our family have worshipped at Mounties. 
Selina and I became members in July 2018. In the past six years, 
we have attended two Connect Groups, served in Alpha and 
led in post-Alpha Bible Study small groups. Apart from church, 
I am also serving in Bible Study Fellowship as a Substitute 
Teaching Leader. 

Board Nominee – Jake Breytenbach
I have enjoyed being an active member 
of MPBC since our family’s arrival in 
Australia in 2009. Having grown up 
in a strong Christian home, as the 
son of a Pastor, I have witnessed the 
commitment and dedication required 
of pastoral staff and the pressures on 
them. As a 16-year-old I made a personal 
commitment to Christ. I praise God 
for the life-changing, deep personal 
relationship I have with Him.

From early days as a Youth leader 
to later combining my professional career with that of a lay 
preacher in Qatar and India, I was grateful to be sharing the love 
of God at every opportunity.

Together with Liezl and our three teenage daughters, Esté (18), 
Carie (16) and Jana (14), our family has been involved in several 
ministries at Mounties. It has been a privilege for me to serve in 
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New Board Members 2020
Following the normal Board Nomination process in February 
and March 2020, the Board interviewed a number of candidates 
and is please to bring the recommendation to the members to 
appoint Mr Simon Wong and Mr Jake Breytenbach as new Board 
members to replace those that resigned in early 2020.

Their personal bios are as follows:

Board Nominee – Simon Wong
I have lived in Singapore for most of 
my life and relocated to Perth in 2014. 
I grew up in a family that was deeply 
entrenched in idol and ancestral 
worship. But deep inside my heart, I 
knew my religious rituals cannot and 
did not remove the problem of sin 
and evil in me. 

When I came into contact with the 
church at the age of 16, I experienced 
love and acceptance that I knew can 
only come from God, my Creator. The 
good news of Jesus, the Son of God, paying the penalty for my 
sins on the Cross and giving me a new life with the promise of 
eternity with God, made sense and I believed. By God’s grace, 
my parents came to faith two decades later. 

I am married to Selina and we have four children - Vanessa (27), 
Dominic (24), Alistair (19) and Nicholas (17). In the day, I manage 
some investments on my own. With regards to God’s kingdom, I 
am passionate about evangelism and discipleship.

In Singapore, I worshipped in a Bible-Presbyterian church and 
served as a deacon overseeing the Young Adults’ ministry. 
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MPK for 8 years; as a Connect Group leader for 7 years; and for 
the past 7 years as a group leader at Flourish. 

Having gone through troubled times myself and having 
a daughter with special needs, God has developed my 
understanding of and empathy for the personal struggles of 
others. He has given me a heart to encourage and support those 
who are going through difficult times. 

My professional background includes international experience 
as a Human Resources Manager (South Africa, Qatar, India, and 
Australia) and trading financial markets. This experience has given 
me skills in people management, culture, budgeting, compliance, 
and financial management. 

I fully support the unity of the church whilst embracing its 
differences. I value all generations represented at the church. 
Having migrated to Australia and having lived in Qatar and India, I 
appreciate the church’s multicultural population.

Close and Prayer – Hudson Lun
Well, that’s the end of the 2020 AGM, church family.

Thank you for joining us on this first “Virtual” AGM for 2020.

The Lord has provided for us in 2019, and also in the first half of 
2020, despite the worldwide COVID-19 Pandemic.

Please do not forget to vote if you are a member!! Refer to 
your email for instructions, or if you are receiving this in the 
post, complete the voting sheet and return it in the stamped-
addressed envelope provided or deliver by hand to the 
church office. 

Please join me in a closing Prayer:

Dear Lord,

Thank you for your provision for MPBC and the College in 2019 
and also though the COVID-19 event of 2020. Please continue to 
teach us to rely solely on your strength and wisdom during these 
times. Bless our Leaders, guide them, encourage them and help 
them to steer the church through these waters.

We pray for our entire church family wherever they may be and 
through whatever they are facing. Be with everyone Lord in their 
isolation and we pray for the return of times when we can be all 
together again.

Amen
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